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Call for papers for the 26th SCB conference in 
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February 15
26th International  Congress for 
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on religion, culture, sacred sites and 
sacred species

Call for papers for the 50th
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13 September 2013, is currently open. Conference 
website here. 
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Feature

SANASI: Designing a database for advancing 
research on Sacred Natural Sites

SANASI is an ongoing project to aggregate and provide 
sound data on sacred natural sites for research and 

natural sites was born in 2005, when Shonil Bhagwat 

his PhD thesis on biodiversity in sacred groves in the 
Indian district of Kodagu, whereas I was planning 

IFRI database

Pros and Cons of a public database

database can raise awareness on local management and common property, and may also assist local 

environmental management and governance.

SANASI’s dataset consists of seven domains: 
1. Basic data;
2. 
3. Ecology;
4. Management;
5. 
6. Belief system;
7. Economy.

The data currently available in SANASI are sourced 

from the internet. The fundamental idea, however, is 

on SANASI’s website. 

At present, 217 sites are listed with SANASI, mostly from African and Asian countries. In 2011, a meta-

analysis of livelihoods as well as cultural values provided by these sites, such as provisioning of clean 

is currently re-working the database structure, which will result in some small changes. Namely, the 

between governance (decision-making) and management (day-to-day performance) in the dataset 

the analysis of the sites. 

an interdisciplinary approach.  

SANASI is available at: www.sanasi.org.
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Sacred grove in the Western Ghats of India. Photo by 
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ABOUT SSIREN

(SSIREN) was conceived at the symposium 
“Conserving nature at sacred sites”, held at 
the University of Zurich on the 25th October 
2011, as a means to inform and aggregate 
the community of researchers working on 
sacred natural sites. It is aimed not merely 

as anyone with a general interest in the 

a Siren is also a convincing symbol of the 

natural sites. 

literally “made” by its members: everyone 
is warmly encouraged to submit news, 

all academic disciplines, as well as NGO 

warmly welcome.
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